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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
GVSU tops nation in nursing enrollment increase 
WASHINGTON, D.C. - Enrollment in the 
Kirkhof School of Nursing jumped 33 percent 
this year, topping the nation's nursing schools, 
according to results of an annual survey 
released by the American Association of 
Colleges of Nursing. 
KSON enrolled 218 new students this fall, 
which represents a 33 percent increase over 
the 2000-01 academic year. 
The figures mirror a national trend - enrollments 
in entry-level bachelor's degree nursing 
programs increased in fall 2001, ending a 
six-year period of decline. AACN officials said 
this increase comes at a time when the need for 
nurses with baccalaureate and graduate degrees 
is expanding in the U.S. health care system. 
Though this increase ends a downward trend, 
officials said the number of students in the 
educational pipeline is still insufficient to meet 
the projected demand for 1 million new nurses 
over the next 10 years. 
Phyllis Gendler, dean of the KSON, attributes 
the increase to several factors. 
"There are many aspects of our school that 
have affected an exceptional increase in 
enrollment," she said. "Faculty, students, and 
staff promote the image of nursing and the 
school in many different ways by building on 
an excellent reputation in the region." 
She also pointed to an ongoing initiative that 
uses a director of academic support services 
and student support staff to 
market and respond to potential 
students either in person or by 
phone in a timely manner. 
Gendler added that GVSU's two 
nurse-managed centers - one on 
the Allendale Campus serving 
students, faculty, and staff 
members, and another in an 
underserved area in downtown 
Grand Rapids - provide visibility 
to the program and showcase 
nurses in the provider role. 
Offering some classes 
year-round has also helped 
increase enrollment, she said. 
"We have always had more 
applicants to the undergraduate 
program than we could accom-
modate. In the summer of 2000, 
we decided to offer all our 
undergraduate courses year 
round," Gendler said. "Being 
able to take classes year-round 
was very popular with students, 
since they were able to graduate 
earlier; and that information 
rapidly became known." 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Enrollment in GVSU's Kirkhof School of Nursing jumped 33 
percent this year. According to a national survey, while 
enrollment in nursing schools has increased, the number of 
students still falls short of meeting the future demand for 
nurses. 
Last year, Gendler facilitated the development 
of the Nursing Shortage Summit, which has 
been meeting monthly on Grand Valley's cam-
pus. Representatives from the West Michigan 
region include service organizations and 
nursing education programs, as well as the 
continued on page 4 
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Across Campus 
Exhibitors sought 
for technology fair 
The co-sponsors of a technology fair are 
seeking faculty members who are interested in 
exhibiting examples of how they have 
integrated technology into their teaching 
practices. 
GRAND VALLEY 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
Scheduled for March 20, the Teaching and 
Learning Technology Fair is sponsored by the 
Educational Technology Department and Pew 
Faculty Teaching and Learning Center. To 
apply, contact Kim Kenward at x2131 or 
Glenna Decker at x2598 by February 20. 
All exhibitors will have their information pub-
lished in a booklet and distributed at the fair. 
AWRI seeks research 
grant applications 
Grand Valley 's Annis Water Resources Institute 
is offering faculty research grants for projects 
related to institute programs and interest areas. 
Applications are invited for projects in which 
continued on page 2 
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Across Campus 
continued from page 1 
faculty work independently or in collaboration with AWRI staff. 
Regular, visiting, and adjunct GVSU faculty members are invited to submit 
applications. The deadline for submission of grant requests is February 15. 
Requests will be reviewed by an AWRI screening committee, and awards 
will be announced by March 22. 
The maximum duration of an award is one year. Successful applicants will 
be required to submit a final written report and otherwise disseminate their 
funded research. 
The purpose of the grants is to support pilot research projects on water 
and related topics. Preference will be given to those projects that appear 
to have the potential to contribute to AWRI programs and attract external 
funding. 
Grants of up to $5,000 will be made to support local travel, supplies, 
student help, faculty stipends , or other project expenses. Priority will be 
given to projects based at the Lake Michigan Center in Muskegon, where 
the faculty researcher can interact with A WRI staff members. Institute 
facilities and equipment are available to support faculty projects. 
Additional information and application forms may be obtained from the 
AWRI office by calling x3749. 
GVSU finishes second in 
Sears Directors' Cup standings 
With three teams recording top-five national finishes, GVSU earned its 
highest standing in the Sears Directors' Cup competition. The National 
Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics presents the cup annually 
to the best overall collegiate athletics program. 
Grand Valley finished second in the Division II competition with 236 
points, 24 points behind winner Western State (Colo.). Points are awarded 
based on each institution's finish in up to 14 sports (seven for men and 
seven for women) in NCAA championship competition. 
The Lakers completed a stellar fall, recording three top-five finishes. The 
women's cross country team finished fifth at the NCAA Championships, 
while women's volleyball reached the final four and football advanced to 
the championship game. GVSU became the first Division II school to 
record top-five finishes in the same fall in football, women's volleyball, 
and women's cross country. 
photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Members of the GVSU football team, dance team, and cheerleaders 
pose with a runners-up trophy, following the December 8 national 
championship game against the University of North Dakota. Grand 
Valley finished second in the Sears Directors' Cup competition, which 
awards points to the best overall collegiate athletics program. 
Tim Selgo, director of athletics, said the success of those three teams 
brings a spotlight to all Laker sports. 
"Although there are a lot of sports to be played yet this year, it brings 
great notoriety to Grand Valley to be put into the national limelight like 
this, and our student-athletes can feel very good about themselves for 
their achievements," he said. 
Van Andel Global Trade Center 
now offering membership 
The Van Andel Global Trade Center is now offering memberships to link 
the nearly 1,000 different companies it has provided training, consulting 
and resources to since its inception. 
Members receive concrete value for their membership dollars in programs, 
services, and information not offered anywhere else in the region. 
Individual memberships are $100 and give discounts on professional 
training programs, a free initial consultation, access to the center's 
resources and libraries, trade bulletins and newsletters, and a full listing 
continued on page 3 
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FORUM 
Volume 26, Number 22 
The GVSU Forum is published by the Office 
of University Communications every 
Monday when classes are in session and 
biweekly during the summer. The submission 
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication 
items to Michele Coffill , ed itor, c/o the 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-895-2221. 
Fax: 6 16-895-2250. 
Faculty and staff members can find an online 
"Sketches" submission form on the Web at 
www.gvsu.edu/online/forum/form.html. 
Grand Valley State University is an affirma-
tive action/equal opportunity institution. 
Visit GVNow, Grand Valley 's daily online 
publication, on the Web at: 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu/ 
GVNOW 
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Linda Chown, associate professor of English and 
coordinator of Women and Gender Studies, presented 
two papers, titled "Mistaking: Untraditional Untying 
and Retying of Sequences in Oliver Sacks ' 
Non-fictional Writings" and "Interviews with 
Carmen Martin Gaite: Women, Water Flowing, and 
Her Solitude of Condition," at the Modern Language 
Association Conference, held in New Orleans. 
Martha Golensky, associate professor of social 
work, and Margaret Walker, associate professor of 
public and nonprofit administration, co-authored a 
paper, titled "Organizational Change: Too Much, Too 
Soon? - A Case Study," which was presented at the 
Annual Conference of the Association for Research 
on Nonprofit Organizations and Voluntary Action in 
Miami. 
Martha Golensky, associate professor of social 
work, was elected chair of the Section on Teaching 
of the Association for Research on Nonprofit 
Organizations and Voluntary Action at the 
organization's conference in Miami. She was also 
recognized for her work as editor of ARNOVA 
Abstracts, a quarterly publication. 
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis Water 
Resources Institute, was appointed to serve as a 
reviewer of the U.S. Geological Survey's 
Contaminants Program Review Panel, to be held in 
Washington in February. 
In the News 
Pat Underwood, professor of nursing, was quoted in 
Modern Healthcare, for an article about the nursing 
shortage. 
What's Ahead 
Laker Aerobics to begin 
winter semester classes 
Laker Aerobics winter classes will begin on Tuesday, January 15. Faculty 
and staff members can purchase winter passes for $5 through January 17. 
To kick off the semester, an Aqua Aerobics Challenge will be held today 
from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at the pool in the Fieldhouse. T-shirts and door prizes 
will be awarded to participants. 
For more information about Laker Aerobics or a class schedule, call 
x3222 or look on-line at www.gvsu.edu/wellness. 
Grand Rapids Symphony to open 
Arts at Noon Series 
The winter semester's Arts at Noon Series opens this week with a popular 
annual event. The Grand Rapids Symphony, under the baton of conductor 
John Varineau, will perform at 12 noon on Tuesday, January 15, in the 
Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts Center. 
The concert will feature violinst James Crawford in Dvorak's "Mazurka." 
The free performance is open to the public. 
For upcoming events, see the Grand Valley Arts Calendar at 
www.gvnow.gvsu.edu. 
Padnos International Center 
to host various events 
The Padnos International Center has scheduled numerous lectures and 
meetings throughout January. The list follows: 
• Wednesday, January 16, 4 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 142. 
International Studies Roundtable: "The African Diaspora: One People, 
Multiple Perspectives." Panelists are faculty members Veta Tucker and 
Steeve Buckridge and Dean of International Education George Kieh. 
• Thursday, January 17, 12 noon, Kirkhof Center, room 204. 
Meeting: International Affairs faculty and staff associates. 
• Monday, January 21 , 12 noon, Kirkhof Center, Cabins ABC. 
International Studies Conversations: "Northern Ireland: Breaking a Long, 
Self-Imposed Silence," presented by Carol Kountz, assistant professor of 
English. 
• Wednesday, January 23, 4 p.m. , Kirkhof Center, room 142. 
International Studies Conversations: "The United Nations Conference on 
Discrimination: Reflections," presented by political science major Erion 
Veliaj. 
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• Monday, January 28, 12 noon, Kirkhof Center, room 104. 
Meeting: Netherlands initiative. 
• Tuesday, January 29, 4 p.m. , Kirkhof Center, room 142. 
International Studies Conversations: "Integrating Eastern and Western 
Medicine," presented by health professions faculty members Jane Toot 
and Susan Allaben. 
For more information on any of the above events, call x3898. 
Lunch lectures focus 
on diet, exercise 
The first of a three-part Diet and Exercise Lunch Lecture series, 
sponsored by the Wellness Center, will be held on Tuesday, January 22, 
from 12 noon-1 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Cabins DEF. The first topic is 
"Positive Eating," followed by "Exercise for Weight Management," on 
January 29 and "Tips to Creating a Healthy Lifestyle," on February 5. 
At the Pew Grand Rapids Campus, a two-part lecture series will begin on 
Thursday, January 31, from 12 noon-I p.m. in the Eberhard Center, room 
313. The second lecture is scheduled for February 7. 
Refreshments will be provided at each lecture; call the Wellness Center at 
x3659 to pre-register. Attendance will count toward incentives in the 
PERKS health promotion program. 
SSB alumni group to host 
business breakfast 
The 2002 outlook for real estate markets will be the topic of a breakfast 
meeting at Grand Valley's Pew Grand Rapids Campus, hosted by the 
Seidman School of Business Alumni Association. """ 
Hari Singh, chair of the economics department in the Seidman School of 
Business will discuss the real estate in 2002 on Wednesday, January 23, at 
7:30 a.m. The talk includes a summary of the office, retail, and industrial 
real estate markets and the economic outlook. There will also be a 
question-and-answer period. 
Singh's speech will be held in the De Vos Center. For more information or 
reservations, call x7100 or e-mail SSBalumn@gvsu.edu. 
Steve Van Andel, chairman of Alticor, Inc., spoke at a January 10 
breakfast. 
···--------------------------
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 · 
of other members. Corporate and service 
provider memberships are also available. For 
more information, call x6811 or visit 
www.vagtc.org. 
GVSU students do market 
research for regional firms 
Joe Klesney, Steffany Dunker and Kaloian 
Kirilov began working for the Michigan Small 
Business Development Center (MI-SBDC) in 
September as graduate assistants. The three 
MBA students in the Seidman School of 
Business have since become market research 
connoisseurs. 
They routinely process statewide market research 
requests from the 12 MI-SBDC regional offices, 
MI-SBDC clients including potential and existing 
entrepreneurs, and corporate clients such as 
Spartan Stores, Kentwood Police, Global DSL 
Communications, Alticor, and WOOD-TV. 
Assisting Grand Valley faculty and staff 
members with long-term projects is a large part 
of the grad assistants' responsibilities. Such 
projects include determining the confidence 
index for the Grand Rapids region and updating 
the demographic profile for Grand Rapids and 
Lakeshore areas publications. Dunn & 
Bradstreet, Harris Directory, Scan U.S., and 
CACI are the primary database applications 
used to process requested information. 
The MI-SBDC is housed at the Seidman School 
of Business. As host of the MI-SBDC state 
headquarters, the SSB oversees the 12-region 
MI-SBDC network while managing a budget of 
$5 .78 million. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Arts Hotline: (616) 895-ARTS 
Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Fri., Feb. 8 
Gallery Hours: "Action of Non-Action: East 
and West in Calligraphy and Verse." The 
classical Chinese calligraphy of Peirnin Ni 
presented in dialogue with the philosophical 
verse of Stephen Rowe. Art Gallery, PAC. 
For more information call x2564. 
Mon., Jan. 14 
11 :30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.: School of 
Communications faculty presentation, 
"Layering Meaning: Ankara, Turkey," by 
Barbara Roos. 111 MAK. For more 
information call x3668. 
Various times: Campus Wellness. Spring 
Break Training, registration begins for 
four-week fitness challenge. Campus 
Wellness Center. For more information call 
x3659. 
Tues., Jan. 15 
9-10:30 p.m. : Campus Wellness. Women 
Only Advanced Techniques in Personal 
Safety and Defensive Tactics Series. FH, 
Multipurpose Room. For more information 
call x3659. 
12 noon: Arts at Noon Series. Grand Rapids 
Symphony Orchestra. LAT, PAC. For more 
information call x3484. 
Wed., Jan. 16 
11 a.m.-2 p.m.: Campus Wellness. Asthma 
and Seasonal Illnesses Health Fair. KC 
Lobby. For more information call x3659. 
3-5 p.m.: Campus Wellness "How To" Series, 
Cross Country Skiing. The Meadows. For 
more information call x3659. 
4 p.m.: International Studies Roundtable, 
"The African Diaspora: One People, 
Multiple Perspectives." KC, Room 142. 
Call x3898 for more information. 
4:30-8 p.m.: Regional Math & Science Center 
Workshop. Building Confidence through 
Content in "Life Science: Energy 
Processes of Living Things." 225 PAD. 
Call x2267 for more information. 
5-6 p.m.: Counseling and Career 
Development Center seminar. Yoga with 
Barbara Palombi (first of six sessions). 
CDC Lounge. For more information call 
x3266. 
Thurs., Jan. 17 
12 noon: Padnos International Center meeting 
of International Affairs faculty and staff 
associates. 204 KC. For more information, 
call x3898. 
Fri., Jan. 18 
5:30 p.m.: University Club sponsors 
"Karaoke in the Valley." The Meadows. 
VENTS 
Sun., Jan. 20 
2 p.m.: CORnucopia Event. Fifth Annual 
Solo and Ensemble Preparation Master 
Class with Paul Austin. Sherman Van 
Solkema Recital Hall, PAC. For more 
information call x3484. 
Sports 
Sports Hotline: (616) 895-3800. 
Game times subject to change. 
Mon., Jan. 14 
7 p.m.: Men's Basketball at University of 
Michigan-Dearborn, Dearborn. 
Fri., Jan. 18 
6:30 p.m.: Swimming and Diving. University 
of Findlay at Grand Valley. 
Sat., Jan. 19 
12 noon: Track and Field. Robert Eubanks 
Classic at Grand Valley. 
1 p.m.: Women 's Basketball at Ferris State 
University, Big Rapids . 
3 p.m.: Men's Basketball at Ferris State 
. University, Big Rapids. 
···-------------------------
Numerous factors credited for enrollment increase 
continued from page 1 
Michigan Nurses Association. Four major strate-
gies are being addressed: improving the image of 
nursing; recruiting activities in schools with teach-
ers, counselors, and students; working with the 
media; and collecting data. 
AACN findings are based on responses from a 
total of 548 (80.8 percent) of the nation's nursing 
schools with bachelor 's- and graduate-degree 
programs that were surveyed in fall 2001. The 
survey found that total enrollment in all nursing 
programs leading to the baccalaureate degree was 
106,557 in 2001. By comparison, the total 
enrollment in 1995, the year enrollments began 
to dip, was 127,683 for all baccalaureate 
programs. 
Findings from the AACN survey show that 
enrollments in generic ( entry-level) baccalaureate 
programs were up 3.7 percent in fall 2001 
compared to fall 2000. Two-year comparisons are 
based on data from the same schools reporting in 
both 2000 and 2001. 
The ACCN's survey revealed that the central 
administration at many institutions recognized 
the need to expand nursing programs in light of 
the nursing shortage, and that legislation in some 
parts of the country have provided more funds 
for nursing schools to expand their programs and 
reach out to new students. 
Schools of nursing also have redirected their 
marketing efforts to include partnering with local 
school systems, advocating for legislative 
support for nursing education, launching 
aggressive marketing campaigns, and seeking out 
new ways to expand diversity in nursing 
programs. 
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